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four or five members are summoned and are authenticated by the
signature of the Clerk of the Council. Constitutional history shows
both the decline in the advisory and judicial functions of the Council
and its supersession in the former capacity by the Cabinet. To-day
the acts of the Privy Council are purely formal and give effect to
orders, the contents of which are the responsibility of government
departments. These are orders made either under the prerogative,1
e.g. constitutional legislation for a colony, or under an Act of Parlia-
ment, e.g. orders giving effect to university and college statutes under
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1923. 9
The~Council, having ceased to be an advisory Council of the Council
Crown, is summoned for the purpose of making orders, issuing pro- Committees,
clamations or performing formal State acts. A few traces remain of
its former advisory functions; the Committee for Channel Islands
business is a survivor of the old Standing Committees appointed by
the King at the beginning or in the course of his reign. Other com-
mittees are the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council2 and a
committee to consider grants of charters to municipal and other
corporations. There are also Committees of the Pjrjvy,Council for
Scientific and Industrial, Medical and Agricultural Research, each
with advisory councils of leading scientists. The Department ^of
Scientific and Industrial Research is linked to the first of these Com-
mittees. The Lord President of the Council, a Cabinet Minister,
is responsible for the work of this department, as also for the
activities of the Medical and Agricultural Research Councils and
of the Atomic Energy Authority, for all duties imposed by statute
on the Privy Council and for the formal business transacted by
the Privy Council Office under the Clerk of the Council,
Membership of the Privy Council is a titular honour. Appoint- Office of
ments are made by the Sovereign on ministerial advice. By conven-
tion alljQabinet Ministers, in whom are vested the right %nd duty of
advising the Sovereign on all matters of government, become Privy
Councilors. Members of the Royal Family and holders of certain
high offices of a non-political character, such as Archbishops and
Lords Justices of Appeal, are sworn members of the Council. In
addition the office is a recognised reward for public and political
service, and appointments of this nature usually figure in the New
Year and Birthday Honours Lists. The Council numbers about
300 members at the present day. Members are entitled to the prefix,
"Right Honourable." They take an oath on appointment which
binds them not to disclose anything said or done "in Council,"
without the consent of the Sovereign. As all members of the Cabinet
are members of the Privy Council, 'it is this oath which, in addition
to their obligations under the Official Secrets Acts, 1920-1939, binds
1 P. 138, post.           ~ ~ " * Part X., Chap. 4.